Author’s Letter of Consent with BOOKSHARE.ORG

Introduction and Definitions

BOOKSHARE.ORG is an Internet based electronic book library whose primary mission is to obtain
and distribute reading material in specialized formats, exclusively for use by blind or other persons
with print-related disabilities. These accessible materials are referred to in this Letter of Consent as
“Books.”

BOOKSHARE.ORG is a project of Beneficent Technology, Inc., (“Benetech”) a California nonprofit
corporation recognized under §501(c)(3) of U.S. tax law as a charitable organization. Benetech is
funded by user fees, various private sources and governmental grants.

BOOKSHARE.ORG is an "Authorized Entity" permitted under §121 of U.S. copyright law to
distribute Books within the U.S., as an express statutory exception to normal copyright restrictions
on copying and distribution. BOOKSHARE.ORG also makes tightly controlled distributions of Books
in specialized formats outside the U.S. to people with similar disabilities, pursuant to explicit
written permissions from Authors and publishers, such as this Letter of Consent. The copyrighted
Books are made available to BOOKSHARE.ORG’S users under a digital rights management plan
intended to restrict the use of the Books to people with bona fide disabilities and discourage abuse.

, (‘“AUTHOR”), is an Author of books or
holder of relevant intellectual property rights. AUTHOR wishes to cooperate with BOOKSHARE.ORG
to better serve people with disabilities, around the world. AUTHOR also shares BOOKSHARE.ORG’S
strong commitment to operating in full compliance with relevant local and international copyright
laws and within the purview of the private contractual permissions, in the process of providing these
services and regarding the use of the Books.

Together, BOOKSHARE.ORG and AUTHOR make this agreement to advance their common goals of
assisting people with disabilities, within the statutory and contractual limitations noted.

TERMS

AUTHOR is hereby voluntarily agreeing to assist BOOKSHARE.ORG in its mission of enabling access
to AUTHOR’S Books for people with disabilities who reside both inside and outside the United
States.

AUTHOR hereby grants permission to BOOKSHARE.ORG to:

1. Provide accessible versions of books published by AUTHOR to people with qualifying print
disabilities, either directly or in conjunction with other nonprofit or government agencies
that serve people with disabilities, all over the world, except for those Books as to which
AUTHOR specifically advises BOOKSHARE.ORG that AUTHOR does not control world rights.
In such case, AUTHOR will advise BOOKSHARE.ORG of those countries to which this
Consent does not apply.
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2. Utilize AUTHOR’S Books in digital form available from whatever legitimate sources they
can be obtained; for example, Amazon.com and Google scanning projects as well as from
BOOKSHARE.ORG volunteers.

3. Work with staff and volunteers to improve the accuracy of the content, for example by
adding structure markup, figure descriptions, Braille formatting and correcting transcription
errors, to make the accessible reading experience more like the print reading experience.

AUTHOR represents that AUTHOR holds the relevant copyright or distribution rights for AUTHOR’S
Books, and AUTHOR represents that it is acting within the scope of AUTHOR’S rights to provide
such Books to BOOKSHARE.ORG. Books that are within copyright will be made available only to
users with qualifying print and reading disabilities, using the definition of disability as set forth in
section 17 U.S.C. § 121 of the U.S. copyright laws or similar laws in other jurisdictions, and will be
subject to the same digital rights management systems as other copyrighted Books.

BOOKSHARE.ORG will, at its own expense, make versions of these Books available through its web
site. Prior to making these Books available, BOOKSHARE.ORG will insert a “boilerplate” section in
the front of them that outlines the legal limitations of the use of the digital book, and states the
copyright status of the Book as being available only to people with bona fide print related
disabilities.

If AUTHOR has made or should make an agreement with a third party for scanning of AUTHOR’S
Books, such as Amazon.com, Google or service bureaus, this Letter of Consent may be provided to
such third party as authorization for the provision of these Books to BOOKSHARE.ORG. This Letter
of Consent by itself does not create an obligation on such third parties to cooperate with
BOOKSHARE.ORG. AUTHOR may provide Books at no cost directly to BOOKSHARE.ORG, and
agrees that the costs (if any) incurred by AUTHOR in providing these Books to BOOKSHARE.ORG
will be borne by AUTHOR, unless compensation for these costs is agreed upon in writing by both
parties prior to the expenditure. Similarly, BOOKSHARE.ORG shall receive no compensation from
AUTHOR for making the Books available in digital form for download from the BOOKSHARE.ORG
website.

AUTHOR shall have no responsibility for errors in the Books and associated digital files provided to
BOOKSHARE.ORG.

This Agreement will remain in effect until terminated by either party on ninety (90) days prior
written notice. Termination of this Agreement will result in loss of BOOKSHARE.ORG’S ability to
provide these Books globally, from and after the date of termination, but shall have no effect on its
authorized activities prior to that date. However, as long as BOOKSHARE.ORG is in compliance
with U.S. copyright laws, it may continue to provide the Books to the extent that utilization is
permitted by section 17 U.S.C. § 121 of the U. S. Copyright Act.

This agreement may be assigned by BOOKSHARE.ORG with 30 days advance written notice to
AUTHOR, but only to a U.S. charity or nonprofit agency which qualifies as an authorized entity with
a primary mission to serve the disabled under section 17 U.S.C. § 121.
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Neither party shall be liable to the other under any circumstances for any direct or indirect,
incidental or consequential damages nor for expenses of any kind, including, without limitation,

loss of profits, legal fees and costs or otherwise.

Beneficent Technology, Inc.
“BOOKSHARE.ORG”

By:

Name: Lisa Friendly
Title: Director of Operations, Benetech

Manager, Bookshare.org

Date:

lisa.f@benetech.org
Benetech

480 S. California Ave.
Suite #201

Palo Alto, CA 94306-1609
Fax: (650) 475-1066
Phone: (650) 644-3420

AUTHOR

By:

Name:

Your title:

(If agent or other representative)

Date:

Email contact:

Mailing Address:

Fax:

Phone:

This signed form may be returned by mail or fax to Benetech.
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