BOOKSHARE AND DC PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

NORMA VILLANUEVA XE "NORMA VILLANUEVAXXYYAA:Speaking" 
It's my pleasure to introduce Alexis XE "Alexis"  McGee.  And I had the pleasure to meet Alexis last year.  It wasn't under the most favorable circumstances however.  Um, I'm going to let Alexis just briefly tell you what her situation was, and what led her to give me a call.  Then we'll talk about, um, how Bookshare XE "Bookshare"  and technology really changed things for Alexis.  So, Alexis tell her what happened to your sight and, uh, why you, uh, decided to call me in the Office XE "Office"  of Special Education XE "Education" .

ALEXIS MCGEE XE "ALEXIS MCGEEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Oh, well first, what happened to my sight, um, I lost it when I was in the ninth grade.  And, um, I had came to Wilson XE "Wilson"  and my first year was okay, but my 11th grade year, it was kind of hectic.  'Cause I wasn't getting my work on time, and, um, I wasn't putting in the effort to get the work either and I would just walking the halls and just doing me for reals.  And so, um, I got tired of it.  So that's when, um, I was talking to a case manager, and was still trying to talk to the teachers, see could I get work on time but it was not given to me.  So, um, me and my sister had called the DCPS office and that was how we get in touch with Mrs. Norma XE "Norma" .
NORMA VILLANUEVA XE "NORMA VILLANUEVAXXYYAA:Speaking" 
So what happened after that was I came to an IEP meeting for Alexis XE "Alexis"  and we talked about the kinds of things she would need as, uh, a blind student.  And I realized the teachers really didn't know what to do either.  They didn't how to get books in a timely fashion.  She was very excited to start school, and what she left out was by the time she and her sister made that telephone call to the Office XE "Office"  of Special Education XE "Education"  she was really ready to drop out of school.  Um, her grades had really plummeted and she was just walking the halls.  So we started afresh in September XE "September" .
And, um, when the first quarter report cards came I received a call from Alexis XE "Alexis"  and what did you tell me Miss Alexis?
ALEXIS MCGEE XE "ALEXIS MCGEEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I was telling you, I was doing a lot better and I had made the honor roll.
NORMA VILLANUEVA XE "NORMA VILLANUEVAXXYYAA:Speaking" 
And was that the first time you had ever made the honor roll...

ALEXIS MCGEE XE "ALEXIS MCGEEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
Yea.
NORMA VILLANUEVA XE "NORMA VILLANUEVAXXYYAA:Speaking" 
...in your entire life as an 18-year-old student.
ALEXIS MCGEE XE "ALEXIS MCGEEXXYYAA:Speaking" 
I'm going to say it's a pretty great service.  And everybody that is visually impaired or have other disabilities could use it.  It's pretty good.
For more information, please visit:  http://www.bookshare.org/
