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Parent Guide to Bookshare
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Bookshare is an ebook library that helps people read in ways that work for them. With Bookshare, books can be seen and heard which helps students improve their reading and comprehension. Bookshare offers school based and Individual Memberships. Students can have both!  Bookshare is completely free for students and with over 1 million titles, there is something for everyone to read.

Is your child already on a school account? If so, skip to page 4 to learn how to use Bookshare at home.

Sign Up for an Individual Membership Account

If your child does not have a Bookshare account through school, you can sign up for an Individual Membership.



1) Go to the Bookshare Website (www.bookshare.org) and select the "Sign up Today" button.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Home Page Sign Up button circled.jpg]


2) Select "Sign Up Individual."
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\sign up individual.png]


3) Confirm the account is for a person with a print disability. Visit the "Who Qualifies" page for information on qualifications.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Confirm Disability.png]

4) 
5) Under “Student Status,” indicate whether your child is a current U.S. student. Membership is free for students.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\confirm student status.png]




6) Enter your State, city and name of child’s school or select the “Find My School” button.



[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\enter school information.png]



Select the school from the list. If not found select I cannot find my school. Select the Done button when finished, then the Next button.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Find my school list of orgs.png]



7) Enter your child’s information.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Enter student info.png]




8) 
9) Enter parent or guardian information for student’s under 18.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Parent Info.png]
10) Enter an email address and password to be used to access the Bookshare account and select the “Next” button.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Parent Info.png]





11)  Download the Proof of Disability form and have it signed by a Competent Authority, then email as an attachment to membership@bookshare.org. If your child is a member of the NLS or Learning Ally you can provide that information instead.[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Proof of disability options.png]



12)  Review and accept the Bookshare terms, sign your name digitally, and select "Create Account."
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\IM agree to terms.PNG]

13) 
Within a few days you will receive a welcome email from Bookshare confirming that your Proof of Disability has been accepted and your account is now active. Log in with the email address and password you selected and find books for your child to read for school and fun! Learn more about reading books in the pages below.


How to Use Your Child’s School Bookshare Account
 
Teachers assign books to students and then students read on a computer, Chromebook or with an app on a mobile device. Let’s get started!

1. [image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Student Logs In to Website.png]Log into Bookshare with the username and password created by your child’s teacher to see the books they have assigned.



[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Student My Bookshare Page Assigned Books and Reading List Callout.png]Books that have been assigned will be under the “Assigned Books” link. Books that have been assigned on a Reading List are found under the “Reading List” link. 



[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Student selects Read Now for Wonder.png]
To read directly on a computer or Chromebook select the “Read Now” button and the book will open in a web browser.	







Use the settings button [image: ] (gear icon) to customize audio, text, page and color settings to your reading style and preference. You can revert to default settings by selecting the “Reset to Defaults” button.

[image: Screenshot of the quick set dialogue box with various options to customize, highlighted with a red rectangle on the top left side of the screen.  Additionally, the reset to default settings button is located at the bottom right side of the screen. ]


[bookmark: _Hlk114578490]

15) The Play icon  [image: ] allows you to hear the book read out loud. The arrow keys to the left and right side of the play button move the cursor back or forward one sentence. You can begin reading anywhere on the page. Simply double click where you want to start

[image: Screenshot of book open with play button   highlighted at the bottom of the screen.]

16) 
17) Use the Table of Contents icon [image: ] to select where you want to start reading.
[image: ]


The bookmark icon  [image: ] allows you to insert a bookmark to remember where you left off.


[image: Screenshot of the bookmark icon highlighted with a red circle on the bottom right side of the screen, as well as the orange bookmark symbol highlighted with a red circle on the top left side of the screen. ]

18) 
19) You can create multiple bookmarks in a book. To see your bookmarks, select the “Table of Contents Icon” and select “Bookmarks.
[image: Screenshot of Table of Contents feature, with multiple bookmarks listed. ]


Read Books with Other Devices
 
1. 
1. Use the Reading Tool Wizard to find other ways to read books. First, select the type of device(s) that you have.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\wizard witih mobile callout.png]


22) You will then find options for devices in that category. Select the specific type of device you have to find the recommended reading tools.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\wizard iOS callout.png]
23) 
24) Select the logo or the name of the tool for more information on how to use it.[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\wizard dolphin callout.png]

These tools integrate with Bookshare and require you to sign in to them using your child’s Bookshare username and password. Then search for the titles of the books you wish to read.

Upgrade School Account to Include an Individual Membership
 
Students on school accounts can only read books that have been assigned by teachers. You can help your child improve their reading by encouraging them to read more books for school and fun by upgrading their account to include an Individual Membership. Like the school account, it is also free and gives them full access to the Bookshare collection. It’s fast and easy to do!



1. 
1. Log in with your child’s username and password. On the “My Bookshare” page, select the “Upgrade to an Individual Membership” link under “Learn More.” 
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Jane Doe Updrade to IM.jpg]


Review the instructions and select the link to sign up.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\Upgrade to IM sign up page.png]


Complete the required information on the sign-up form.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\student info upgrade toim.png]


Enter an email address and password and select the “Next” button. Your child will now use this email address and password to log in to Bookshare.
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\New log in after upgrade.png]


Under the “Account Management” heading you can opt to allow teachers to manage the account. This is helpful for account maintenance and resetting passwords if necessary. Agree to the terms, provide a digital signature, and select the “Create Account” button. 
[image: C:\Users\larar\Pictures\Step by Step Guide\teacher manages IM account.png]


Your child can now read books from the entire Bookshare collection, as well as those assigned by his/her teacher.


Frequently Asked Questions
 
Q: Is Bookshare always free?
A: Bookshare will continue to be free for students after they graduate if they are enrolled in college or another educational program.

Q: Who chooses the books?
A: Teachers assign books for students who are on school accounts. If a student also has an Individual Membership then they and/or parents can find and read any book.

Q: Do the books expire?
A: Bookshare books never expire and can be accessed at any time.

Q: Can minors access adult content?
A: Members under 18 cannot access adult content.



Q: What if I can’t find the book I want?
A: You can request that a book be added to the Bookshare collection at any time.

Q: Do you have any human narrated books?
A: Yes, we have a growing collection of human narrated books for all ages. 

Q: How can I find out if my child already has a Bookshare account?
A: Ask your child’s teacher or contact Bookshare’s Customer Support team at 650-352-0198, or via email.

Q: What if I need help using Bookshare?
[bookmark: _Hlk79153930]A: For more guides and videos on using Bookshare visit the Learning Center, Help Center or contact Customer Support at 650-352-0198, or via email.
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Applicant's Digital Signatureg

Listed below are some of the most important aspects of the Bookshare Individual Membership Agreement. By accepting the agreement, you are agreeing to the complete Terms and
Conditions of this agreement.

 The Accessible Media is only for use by the person with a bona fide print disability.
o I acknowledge that Accessible Media cannot be shared with other people.
 There are consequences for copyright violations, including termination of this account.

1 acknowledge that | am digitally signing the complete Terms and Conditions of this agreement.

Date 07/20/2016
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Wonder

Ordinary
T know I'm not an ordinary ten-year-old kid. 1 mean, sure, T do ordinary things. T eat ice cream. 1
ride my bike. I play ball. I have an XBox. Stuff like that makes me ordinary. I guess. And I feel
ordinary. Inside. But T know ordinary kids don’t make other ordinary kids run away screaming in
playgrounds. T know ordinary kids don’t get stared at wherever they go.

IT1 found & magic Tamp and T could have one wish, T would wish that T had » normal face that

no onc ever noticed at all. I would wish that I could walk down the street without people seeing
me and then doing that look-away thing. Here’s what T think: the only reason 'm not ordinary is
that no one else sees me that wa
But P'm kind of used 1o how 1 Took by now. 1 know how fo pretend 1 don’t see the faces people
make. We've all gotten pretty good at that sort of thing: me, Mom and Dad, Via. Actually, I take
that back: Via's not so good at it. She can get really amnoyed when people do something rude.
Like, for instance, one time in the playground some older kids made some noises. I don't even
Kknow what the noises were exactly hecause 1 didn't hear them myself, but Via heard and she just
started yelling at the kids. That's the way she is. I'm not that way.
Via doesn’t see me as ordinary. She says she does, but if I were ordinary, she wouldnl feel like
she needs to protect me as much. And Mom and Dad don't see me as ordinary, either. They see
me as extraordinary. 1 think the only person in the world who realizes how ordinary 1 am is me.
My name is August, by the way. I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever youw're thinking,
it's probably worse.
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Reader

Ordinary

T know T'm not an ordinary ten-year-old kid. T mean, sure, I do ordinary things. T eat ice cream. T
ride my bike. I play ball. I have an XBox. Stuff like that makes me ordinary. I guess. And I feel
ordinary. Tnside. But 1 know ordinary kids don’t make other ordinary kids ran away sreaming in
playgrounds. T know ordinary kids dow’t get stared st wherever they go.
If I found a magic lamp and I could have one wish, I would wish that I had a normal face that
10 one ever noticed at all. I would wish that 1 could walk down the street without people seeing
me and then doing that look-away thing. Here’s what I think: the only reason I'm not ordinary is
that 1o one else sees me that way.
But P'm kind of used to how I look by now. I know how to pretend I don’t see the faces people
mike. We've all gotten pretty good at that sort of thing: me, Mom and Dad, Via. Actually, T take
that back: Via's not so good at it. She can get really annoyed when people do something rude.
Like, for instance, one time in the playground some older kids made some noises. I don’t even
Kknow what the noises were exactly because 1 didn’t hear them myself, but Via heard and she just
started yelling at the kids. That's the way she is. 'm not that way.

Via doesn’t see me as ordinary. She says she does, but if I were ordinary, she wouldn’t fecl like
she needs to protect me as much. And Mom and Dad don’t sce me as ordinary, cither. They see
me as extraordinary. T think the only person in the world who realizes how ordinary I am is me.

My name is August, by the way. T won't describe what I look like. Whatever you're thinking,
it's probably worse.
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CHAPTER 2

The Mountains

Early on, one of my only connections to show business was an actor, writer, and director by the name of Don Appell. He was one of the few
people in the Williamsburg section of Brooklyn that actually was working in show business. My buddy Joe Gevanter wanted to be an actor and
T wanted to be a comedian. Somehow, Joe found out that this actor Don Appell lived off Keap Street and was in a Broadway play directed by
Orson Welles called Native Son, which was playing at the St. James Theatre

(Strangely enough, many years later, The Producers made its debut at the very same theater, the St. James on Forty-fourth Street.)

Anyway, Joe said we should wait for Don Appell at the stoop of his apartment building so that when he got back from the theater, we could
ply him with questions about how to break into the business. Starting at eleven PM. we waited outside his building hoping to get lucky. A week
went by, but we never seemed to be there at the right time to catch him. But one night when we were just about to quit and go home, BAM!
There he was, Don Appell in person, wearing a camel’s hair overcoat with a belt and a white fedora. When we approached him, he was
surprised, but not particularly angry. The actor’s ego in him flowered when Joe and I peppered him with praise and questions. He told us he’d
be glad to meet with us and gave us some times and dates when he’d be free. We eagerly met with him every chance we could. Unfortunately,
my friend Joe moved away from Williamsburg, so I then became Don Appell’s only loyal fan
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