
Pre-reading Strategies: Prepare Students for Reading

Pre-reading strategies are learning 
approaches designed to give students 
structure and support before 
exploring a new text.

• Build Background Knowledge
• Making Predictions
• Setting a Purpose for Reading
• Vocabulary Development



Before Reading: Activate Background Knowledge 

Teachers: Share objects or experiences 
with your students to help make 
connections to the concept of the book 
the students will be reading. Below are 
some suggested activities:
❖ Realia
❖ A short video
❖ Music or specific song
❖ Pictures
❖ Mystery Bag with objects connected 

to the topic.



Before Reading: Make Predictions: Anticipation Guides

Teachers: An 
Anticipation/Reaction Guide can 
be used to create true/false or 
agree/disagree questions. 
Students will predict and answer 
questions before and after 
reading. Let students explain 
their answers and discuss how 
some responses may have 
changed from before to after. 



Before Reading: Make Predictions: Snowball Fight

Teachers: Ask students to respond to a 
question or provide an answer or 
background knowledge on a topic and 
to write their response on a piece of 
paper. Then, each student crumbles up 
their paper and throws it up in the air. 
Other classmates find it and either read 
the ideas or answer the question. This 
can be done as a before, during, or 
after-reading strategy.



Before Reading : Making Predictions: Organizers

Teachers: Ask 
students to 
preview a book 
and make 
predictions by 
using text 
features such as 
headings, 
subheadings, 
pictures and 
captions. 



Before Reading: Making Predictions: Concept Attainment

Teachers: The Concept 
Attainment strategy engages 
students to form their own 
definition of a concept by 
examining the characteristics 
of several examples and non-
examples of the word, 
concept, or topic. This can be 
done with picture cards, 
words, and objects.



Before Reading: Making Predictions: Setting a Purpose

Teachers: Ask 
students to work 
independently or in 
pairs to preview a 
book to prepare for 
reading and set their 
purpose for reading.



Before Reading: Vocabulary Development: 4 Squares 

Teachers: Choose  
words from the text to 
prepare students as 
they encounter 
instructional 
vocabulary and 
unfamiliar words.



Before Reading: Vocabulary Development: Roll a Word

Teachers: Ask students to work 
with a partner. A student will roll 
the dice and complete the action 
associated with the number they 
rolled. The questions can be 
adjusted and modified to suit the 
students’ needs.



Before Reading: Vocabulary Development: Create 
Foldables and Vocabulary Cards

Teachers: Create 
cards with words, 
pictures, definitions, 
and sentences. Use 
the cards on a word 
wall or for personal 
dictionaries. 



Before Reading: Vocabulary Development: Pictionary

Teachers: Divide students 
into teams. Students will 
take turns in their teams 
drawing illustrations that 
represent their vocabulary 
word, while the remaining 
team members guess the 
correct word.



Future Learning: 

To learn more, please visit Bookshare’s 
Help and Learning Center!

http://ec2-35-175-146-35.compute-1.amazonaws.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=913&action=edit
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